A method for objective measurement of fetal head compression during the second stage of labor.
The article describes a novel method for the objective measurement of compression forces to which the fetal head is exposed during labor. This involves the placement of a transducer, housed in a silicone rubber and brass casing (18 mm diameter, 6.5 mm thick), over the parietal bone area. The compression forces monitored with the transducer in this position provide an estimate of the intracranial pressure. The technique thus not only provides a means of assessing fetal head compression, but also the efficacy of the expulsion efforts of the mother. Pressure recordings taken during the second stage of 24 deliveries revealed a marked variation in the magnitude of the compression forces between the births.